

If I don’t get something in 30 seconds,
 I’m not going to read anything.
Are you this type?
The following will impact the long-term security, economically and militarily of the United States
The Middle East is absolutely on fire. 
The Russian-Ukrainian war, once promised to be solved in less than a week, is still going on. 
NATO is in constant upheaval. 
The European Union is struggling to stay together. 
Venezuela, Cuba, and Greenland they’re now very much in play and behind the scenes
 And it looks like the administration’s all over the map and lurching from crisis to crisis
I see a coherent desire that pulls all these things together in ways that aren’t obvious immediately looking at it from the surface, 
Looking at it from a specific perspective, J.R. McGee sees a strong strategy.

Iran was used to American presidents ultimately blustering and then folding very quickly and giving them exactly what they want.
Trump’s not doing that.
Trump seems to be obsessed with peace deals as opposed to fixing problems.

The main strategy we’re using is twofold. 
#1 Take away their ability to be aggressive.
#2 Take away the money that they’re using to finance terrorism throughout the rest of the world and that supports their own government.
 Both require time and patience.
This economic strategy is effective, dramatically effective, but it takes time for money to dry up.
It takes time to shut off all of the different feeder circuits through which money can come into the system.
You can’t take a problem that’s been in existence for 47 years and fix it over a weekend.
The administration must be very clear and communicate exactly what they’re doing.
But you don’t want to give the enemy insight and information that can be used to defeat your strategy.
The weakness is it requires time, and time’s the one thing we don’t have.
What about sanctions?
The sanctions in and of themselves don’t work, but money is what drives militaries. Shutting off their economy, turning off the oil spigots where they get their money, is an economic weapon.

We have finally found a way to turn off an enemy’s ability to fund its direction and its activities in a way that’s really beginning to hurt.  This all takes time!
But here’s the crux of things: if people were willing to see something all the way to the end, we would be golden. But we’ve become such a culture of immediate gratification; we want it now.
War is always chaotic.
J.R. says, “I hate to use this example, but in a bar fight, you didn’t walk into the bar planning to get in a fight, but when it happens, it happens very quickly, and it doesn’t matter how much you’ve trained or how much you’ve prepared; it’s never going to go the way you absolutely thought it was going to go. (Except in Movies) I don’t care who you are, I don’t care how good you are; it’s going to be slightly different than you thought.”
He continues, “Successful militaries really focus on flexibility and rapid response, rapid reaction, and change because everything that happens is happening in a way that it’s real time.”

One of America’s greatest weaknesses is that we don’t follow through, and we don’t hold people accountable. This is what Iran is counting on.
 J.R says, “I think Trump is changing that equation and they’re not yet quite ready to admit that, but I don’t think Trump’s going to fold like all previous American presidents.”
It is true that oil policies have been weaponized. Everybody needs oil. China needs oil. We need oil. We sell oil. Russia survives on oil. The world runs on oil and oil policy. 
 Now Iran is putting pressure on the world, including us, because of the Straits of Hormuz.
A lot of people don’t realize it, but World War II with Japan was triggered by an oil embargo. The United States cut off oil to the country of Japan before World War II, and that led to Japan attacking Pearl Harbor over the strategic availability of oil.
Today, oil is the quintessential determinant of value for markets everywhere. Everything depends on oil and whether or not you can get it, whether you have it, or whether or not you have it in reserve.
#1 Ironically, right now, the one thing Iran has in their favor is access and control of a strip of water through which 20% of the world’s oil flows. And that oil needs to be replaced from someplace else. 
#2 The war in Russia. Ukraine’s been attacking the refineries and oil facilities in Russia and taking a lot of that offline. 
#3 The Chinese, they get most of their oil from the Middle East and Iran
#4 There’s a trade war happening with Canada; they are our friends, and it’s being driven into almost an enemy capacity. 
All this oil must be replaced somehow and directly impacts the supply of oil in all the other locations, and it becomes more valuable because it becomes scarcer. 

We can talk about socialism all you want, but the world runs on capitalism. When you have something of value, you have something that people want; people will trade for it.
You can’t just have oil in one hand and wish for it in another hand!	
No, so what do you do? There are two choices.
Either trade for it or take it!
Are Russia and China capitalizing on this energy uncertainty?

They see it as a threat. 
What just happened in Venezuela?
Did you know that China, Russia, and Cuba were using Venezuela as a base to build the capability to launch attacks against the United States? Like the Cuban Missile Crisis in the 60s.
Many Iranians and Middle East terrorists had moved into Venezuela as a safe haven. Venezuela has enormous oil reserves, more than Saudi Arabia.
Venezuela, even though they’ve got these massive oil reserves, has allowed its entire oil industry to degenerate into something that would not work at all. The United States went in and took Maduro, resolving a lot of the conflict and the chaos in that country. In exchange, we’ve signed a trade deal with Venezuela for 65 billion barrels of oil and its heavy crude.
US crude oil in America is light; it’s sweet, and that’s good, but we need some heavy crude, and use to get that from Canada. Canada’s economy is based on those heavy tar sands.
Venezuela’s got the same oil, even better and in much greater volume, and now we can get it cheaper than what we can get it from Canada. We don’t really need the Canadian oil like we thought we did. So Canada lost a lot of its leverage, and they’ve treated American farmers and American loggers and American dairy workers terribly. The Canadian tariffs on the US products have been huge for years. Trump was simply trying to level that playing field. When you make change fast, it is always painful; it’s ugly, and it’s chaotic. And that’s what we’re seeing: fast change, because incremental change simply wasn’t getting things done.
But there is another problem: Venezuelan oil may be in the long term, and a few are coming. In Venezuela, the oil they have requires an immediate $50 billion approximately to actually get it to the point where we can access that oil, $180 billion over five years to repair rusted-out equipment, and that’s why the oil companies are refusing to invest because Venezuela has historically been known for taking over anything

Because of involvement with Iran and us and them and Israel, a new alignment of nations is now forming. The Mecca joint defense agreement, because of policy implications that are impacting the Middle East nations and oil, is a definite part of it, and US military strength and ability to protect all those factors are wrapped up into it; this new alliance of nations is forming. The leaders of the world think what they’re doing is going to work things out for their good. The Chinese think that they’re going to get their way. The Russians think they’re going to get their way. European leaders think they’re going to get their way. American leaders think they’re going to get their way.

Who Wins?

In the end, God’s going to get his way, isn’t He? 
Things are changing, and the alignment of nations only makes sense when we look at it from the biblical perspective.  And the policies, manmade policies, they do make a difference, but in the end, God directs the steps of kings.
The new alliance between Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey, it is amazing, mainly based on Pakistan’s possession of nuclear weapons.
America’s actions have shown that we’re not entirely trustworthy either. How do did we leave Afghanistan and Iraq? 
We’re not here to defend Trump or the Trump administration; Christians and normal Americans can understand some of the things that are going on behind the scenes. 
All these alignments that are changing it are moving to exactly what the Bible tells us is going to happen. It’s astonishing how accurate the prophecy was, even though the prophecies were written 3000 years ago. 
Now, is all this being handled perfectly? Absolutely not. There’s nobody perfect. Jesus Christ is the only perfect person who’s ever lived. This will all work out, and it will put into place the fulfillment of the prophecy and the biblical teachings that we’ve been told to watch for. We’ve been told we don’t know the day, but we should be able to determine the seasons, and the seasons are becoming crystal clear.
This Mecca alignment is going to rapidly grow. It looks like Bangladesh is considering it, Oman’s considering it, Iran’s considering it. I think if you look at Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39, those tell you exactly the countries that are going to become involved in this alignment, to include Russia, 
The one thing that I know is this: it doesn’t matter what politicians say, it doesn’t matter what other people say; it only matters what the Bible says. But when you do see what the Bible says, it is incredible how clear the picture becomes. It’s the only way I can make sense of what’s going on behind the scenes. 
When we approach God’s word, we don’t need to be able to fully explain everything that we read, but we do have an obligation to believe what is stated in God’s word. And one of those things is the matter of prophecy. Most of the time, prophecy in the Scripture is not really fully understood until it actually occurs. And that’s why Jesus told the disciples many times, “I’m just telling you right now, guys, today prophecy is being fulfilled in your eyes. I mean right now. We don’t have to explain everything that we see in man’s policies that are taking place.

 People need to pay very close attention to this new Middle Eastern peace board that’s going to become a key piece and a major player in all these things that are going to happen. 
Israel is going to become more isolated, more alone on the world stage, exactly the way the Bible tells us it’s going to happen. The United States is going to pay a price and then continue to pay a heavier price for what we’ve allowed to happen. I struggle as a human being, much less a Christian, but just as a human being, to understand how we can be okay with abortion on demand right up until the delivery of the birth of a child

How can we be okay with the sexual mutilation of young children in the name of social awareness and the abandonment of our standards and our accountability in our schools and our businesses and the breakdown of customs just in the name of progress? It’s not progress. 
We’re moving forward at the speed of stink. 
And these things are going to have severe negative impacts on our culture and our society.
We need to pray and pray hard. We cannot change the world simply because we don’t like it; what we can do is pray and try to influence those people around us.
We can do it one at a time. Each of us reaching one other person,
We do it by talking with one other person, communicating with one other person, sharing the gospel with one other person. The only way this world has ever been changed is through one person at a time.
How very novel that is turns out evangelism works just like Jesus said it was going to.  Fear God, keep his commandments. We can’t change the world, but we can make a difference in our choices and how we impact those around us for the cause of Christ.
Pray to our Lord Jesus, the Father, and the Holy Spirit that they will help us, be by our side when things are tough, thank God for all He has done, to worship Him, abide by His laws, to go and spread the Good News, and produce good fruit in His Name. We pray. Amen!
